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Surprise, Surprise!

OPENING WORDS OF WELCOME

( Using Sign Language)

Friends,
Good morning and welcome to worship.
Now here is the first surprise of the morning.
I am sharing a message with you
But you DO NOT HEAR it
You CAN SEE me
But you probably cannot understand what I am trying to share with you
For I am communicating in a way you did not expect
Friends,
Our God is a great big God and He holds us in His hands.
Our God is a God full of surprises, and today we will hear about some of
the many ways in which God has surprised us.
When I introduced worship, this morning
I was sharing a message but you could NOT HEAR me
Yes, you could see me
But you probably did not understand what I was trying to share.
For I was communicating in a way you did NOT expect
I was using signs and gestures to speak to you.
That’s the first surprise of today, reminding us that our God is not only a
great big God, but a God who surprises us in many ways, using various
signs to speak to us and reveal his love for us. Listen to these words:

HYMN: CH4: 606
Lord, you sometimes speak in wonders,
unmistakable and clear,
Mighty signs that show your presence,
overcoming doubt and fear
Lord, you sometimes speak in whispers,
still and small and scarcely heard
Only those who want to listen
catch the all important word
Lord, you sometimes speak in silence,
through our loud and noisy day
We can know and trust you better,
when we quietly wait and pray
Lord, you sometimes speak in Scripture
Words that summon from the page
Shown and taught us by your Spirit
With fresh light for every age
Lord, you always speak in Jesus
Always new yet still the same
Teach us now more of our saviour
Make our lives display his Name.
Christopher Martin Idle (b1938)

OPENING PRAYER and THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gracious God,
Your ways are not our ways and we are so glad about that.
You take the least, like a tiny grain of seed, and make it so important.
You take the weakest and make it strong.
You take the foolish things of the world and make them
pearls of great wisdom when it comes to understanding our faith.
Thank you, Lord God, for being a God of surprises,
a God who breaks into our lives in unexpected and amazing ways.
Give us, O God, a spirit of openness,
so that we might be ready, graciously,
to receive the gifts you bring our way,
and help us to use these gifts,
to build your Church,
enrich the life of our community,
and deepen our love for you and others.
These things we pray,
In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord,
who taught us to pray saying:
Our Father…
Amen

INTRODUCTION TO OUR FIRST PASSAGE OF SCRIPTURE
In the month of July, it probably seems rather strange, to be reading
about the Birth of Jesus. Yet, this passage of scripture, surely reveals
one of God’s greatest surprises.
The people of ancient times had long been waiting for someone to save
them. They expected a King, a Saviour, a Messiah. Definitely NOT a baby
that would be born in a manger. Let’s hear this wonderful story.
SCRIPTURE
THE BIRTH OF JESUS
Luke 2: 1-12
Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the
entire Roman world. Everyone went to his own town to register.
Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and
line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to
be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there,
the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in strips of cloth and placed him in a
manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.
There were shepherds living out in the fields near by, keeping watch
over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them , and
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But
the angel said to them. “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of
great joy that will be for all people. Today in the town of David a
Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to
you: You will find a baby wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a
manger.”
Whaw! what a surprise indeed. The One who would save the world—
the King of all kings—was born not in a palace but in a stable.

INTRODUCTION TO OUR SECOND PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE
In the month of July, it probably seems equally strange, to be reading
about the Resurrection. Yet, this passage of scripture, surely reveals
God’s greatest surprise of all.
The disciples were devastated. The crowds who had longed for a King to
save them felt their hopes had been dashed. It seemed like the end of
the road. Yet, God surprised them all and continues to surprise us still
with little “resurrections” happening in our lives, day by day. Reminding
us that God works for our good. Reminding us too that we need to live
life in a spirit of watchfulness.
SCRIPTURE
THE RESURRECTION
Luke 24: 1-8
On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took
the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. They found the
stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered they did not
find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were wondering about this,
suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside
them. In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the
ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living
among the dead? He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told
you, the Son of Man will be crucified and on the third day be raised
again,” Then they remembered his words.
Whaw! what a miraculous surprise. The One who would save us, rose
triumphant from the grave! The Cross was not the end but a new
beginning. Our great big God is a God full of surprises!

POEM: GOD’S WAY OFTEN SURPRISES US
I asked the Lord
For a bunch of fresh flowers
But instead he gave me an ugly cactus
With many thorns.
I asked the Lord
For some beautiful butterflies
But instead he gave me
Many ugly and dreadful worms
I was disappointed
I mourned
But after many days,
Suddenly,
I saw the cactus bloom
With many beautiful flowers,
And those worms became
Beautiful butterflies
Flying in the spring wind.
God’s way is the best way.
Chun-Ming Kao, written from prison
SCRIPTURE
I Corinthians 1:27
“God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God

HYMN: CH4: 641
Seek ye first the kingdom of God
And his righteousness
And all these things shall be added unto you
Allelu, alleluia
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
Ask, and it shall be given unto you
Seek and ye shall find
Knock and the door shall be opened unto you
Allelu, alleluia
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
You shall not live by bread alone
But by every word
That proceeds from the mouth of the Lord
Alllelu, alleluia
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
Karen Lafferty (b1948)

SURPRISE! SURPRISE
Life is full of surprises, good and definitely not so good.
The arrival of a long lost friend who suddenly pops back into your life!
The unexpected bouquet that catches you by surprise!
The surprisingly good results from work you have completed!
The unexpected news that “there’s to be a new arrival in the family”
The shock surprise that what you had hoped for will never be.
The test results that catch you by surprise and leave you devastated.
The surprise you get when you realise there are more years behind you
than ahead of you!
The surprise you get (good or bad) when events turn out contrary to
expectation.
The list could go on and on, for life is full of surprises, good and not so
good.
We can all think of times when we have said, “Now that’s a surprise,” or
“What a surprise!”
The element of “surprise” is very much a part of our lives.
Some might say, “Surprises make life interesting” others might say,
“Surprises catch you unawares” I guess it all depends on what the
surprise is and the impact it has on us.
I’m sure many of us can still hear Cilla Black shouting out, “Surprise!
Surprise!” The catch phrase is echoed by us all .

The Bible is full of surprises, but first a few surprises of our own!
Let’s see how the children react to “Bags full of surprises!”

BAGS
FULL
OF
SURPRISES.
Clips of the
children
Talking about “surprises”
and being surprised by
their, “What’s App,
Superstar, Thank You Bag
Full of Surprises”

Life is full of surprises
Stories about
“Life’s surprises” from
members of the What’s
App Church Family

Children’s Story
About
Surprises
By Barbara

WORDS FROM JESUS THAT ARE SURPRISING TO OUR EARS
SCRIPTURE
The Beatitudes
Matthew 5: 1-12
Jesus began to teach the crowd saying:
Blessed are the poor in spirit
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven
Blessed are those who mourn,
For they will be comforted
Blessed are the meek
For they will inherit the earth
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness
For they will be filled
Blessed are the merciful
For they will be shown mercy
Blessed are the pure in heart
For they will see God
Blessed are the peacemakers
For they will be called sons of God
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven
Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and
falsely say all kinds of evil against you,
Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven.

THE BIBLE IS FULL OF SURPRISES
Just as surprises make life interesting, stories about surprises make the
Bible interesting too.
We have already heard about the Birth of Jesus and about the
Resurrection, both of which turn the ways of the world on their head.
We have just read the Beatitudes which gives us a surprising version of
conditions that make a person happy or “blessed”
Here are a few more examples of “surprises” which we discover in the
Bible:
1. When Jacob is informed that Joseph is still alive, the surprise of this
news in fact shocks him. In Genesis 45:26 we read: “ His heart
fainted, for he did not believe them.”
2. In 1 Samuel chapter 17, everyone is surprised when the young David
slays Goliath with a stone from his sling.
3. Gideon is totally surprised when God reduces his army to 300 men.
We read this surprising story in Judges 7:4-7)
4. Adam and Eve behave as though they are surprised to find God taking
his accustomed walk in the Garden after they have eaten the forbidden fruit (Genesis 3:8)
5. Jesus’ parables surprise us constantly with the twists they contain.
For example: Remember the parable about a pay scale that totally
disregards how much time workers have worked. Remember too the
parable with a surprise ending, when a rich farmer’s plan for retirement are dashed the day after he completes his work
6 In addition, in the Bible we read about many characters who are
surprised by an encounter with God, such as Moses at the Burning
Bush, or the two men on the Road to Emmaus.
The Bible is indeed full of surprises.

TALK ABOUT SURPRISES...
OH MY GOODNESS...
WHAT AN INCREDIBLE SURPRISE...
Friends, how amazing events in life can be. I am working at my
desk on our theme of “Surprises” when the phone rings and I
engage in a lovely conversation with a church member who lives
in Clackmannan. During the phone call, the door bell rings (all of
this is happening at 9.15pm) I answer the door (while the
member stays on the phone) and apologise to the person at the
door for being caught up in a telephone conversation.
The lady at the door, who happens to be Christine Bell from
Denny & District Community Council, is very understanding. She
intimates that she has just “popped round” to hand in a letter,
which I accept, completely unaware of its contents. Courtesy
encourages me to speak to the lady for a little while before going
back to the phone call. At the end of the telephone conversation,
I was left thinking to myself, “What a pity both callers came at
the same time. One on the phone, the other at the door.
The lady leaves and I promise to get in touch with her. When I
finish the telephone conversation, I settle down to continue
working on the theme of “Surprises.” The letter from the lady
catches my eye and I decide to open it.
What a surprise I got. A real big delightful surprise. Yet, a surprise
that was humbling too.
On the next page you will see a picture of the card inside the
letter I opened.

WHAT A SURPRISE INDEED…
Inside the card, Christine Bell delivered, I read these words:
LOCAL HERO AWARD
2020
DURING COVID 19
TO
DUNIPACE PARISH CHURCH
Denny & District Community Council have been awarded funding by
FALCK Renewables (our local community wind farm fund generators) to
distribute to the local heroes within our community who have gone
above and beyond to help people during these difficult times of COVID
19. (At this point I was thinking , there must be a mistake, we have not
done anything extra-ordinary!) The letter went on to say:
Through our social media platforms and by word of mouth, we have
appealed to the community to advise us of groups or individuals in our
area who have selflessly gone that extra mile for others. (Now I was
thinking, how humbled we are to read that others have noticed the
little things we have done to help others—how kind of them)
The response has shown that there is an incredible amount of
community spirit in Deny & District with most neighbourhoods helping
each other in some way which speaks volumes for the great
community we are proud to be part of.
Our appeal however, has revealed that there are many unsung heroes
out there who have gone that extra mile.
We are delighted to advise you that YOU (Dunipace Parish Church) are
being formerly recognised as one of our Unsung Heroes for your
selfless efforts to the wider community.

LOCAL HERO AWARD 2020 continued
On behalf of Dunipace Parish Church, I extend our sincerest thanks to
the local community of Denny & District for the kind recognition they
have given to us, through community feedback. We are truly humbled
indeed. We also thank FALCK Renewables for awarding funding to
Denny & District Community Council , which they have so generously
distributed to the local community, allowing groups and individuals to
further the work they willingly endeavour to provide in their local
community.
WHAT A DELIGHTFUL SURPRISE—THANK YOU VERY MUCH INDEED.
This is one of those times when Humility and Honour sit side by side.
Local Heroes, can be amazing people who do incredible things that have
a huge impact on others.
Equally, Local Heroes can be ordinary people who do simple things that
make a positive difference to the life of just one person.
In scripture Jesus said to his disciples: “Whatever you did for the least,
you did for me.”
If we have helped someone in some small way, we give thanks to God.
For the way in which Denny & District Community Council are helping
us, again we give thanks to God.
The £400 awarded to Dunipace Parish Church is gratefully received. It
will be used to help us purchase a bit of modern technology so that we
can continue to be of service to the community we serve and love.
It is received graciously with many thanks and with God’s Blessings
Rev Dr Jean W Gallacher

Parish Minister

PRAYER
Lord God, thank you for the communities we are part of:
The community of our family and friends
The Church and faith Community
The community of groups and organisations we belong to
The villages and towns that make up our Local Community.
Thank you God,
for the people who live in these communities,
serve these communities,
and work hard to promote these communities.
Let the community spirit they are fostering
grow and flourish in new and creative ways,
bringing joy and benefit to all.
Bless those who have hard decisions to make regarding these
different communities, grant them wisdom.
Bless those who work tirelessly to support these communities, often
at great cost to themselves, grant them rest and play too.
Bless those who live and dwell in each of these communities,
grant them a strong sense of belonging
Bless those who struggle in any of these communities, grant them the
things they need to find peace of heart and mind.
Bless those who give generously of their time, talents and money to
nurture and encourage communities. Amen.

HYMN: CH4: 522
The Church is wherever God’s people are praising
Knowing they’re wanted and loved by their Lord
The Church is wherever Christ’s followers are trying
To live and to share out the good news of God
The Church is wherever God’s people are loving
Where all are forgiven and start once again
Where all are accepted, whatever their background
Whatever their past and whatever their pain
The Church is wherever God’s people are seeking
To reach out and touch folk wherever they are
Conveying the Gospel, its joy and its comfort
To challenge, refresh, and excite and inspire
Carol Rose Ikeler (b1920)

BLESSING
Every time I think of you
I thank God for you
I rejoice in the care and concern you showed me
Each act of kindness
Was like a fragrant offering
Shine like stars in the universe
And may He who began a good work in you
Carry it to completion
Amen

