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Scripture
Luke 19: 47 & 20: 2 NIV

Every day he was teaching at the temple but
the leaders among the people were trying to
kill him… One day as he was teaching the
teachers of the law, together with the elders,
came up to him, “Tell us by what authority you
are doing these things, who gave you this
authority?”

Designed to keep us safe
Most people, don’t really like too many rules and regulations. Do you read every term and
condition on the various policies, documents, registrations that you have? The likelihood
is no. We tend to skip over them (at our own peril) and trust that we will be safe.
The majority of rules and regulations, however, are extremely important and do indeed
keep us safe or bring justice, security, structure and fairness into our lives. If I saw a sign
that declared dangerous, deep water, keep out. I would instinctively obey it. Some people
might want to test the water. I think we all know which option is best.
As a Jew Jesus would have been well versed in the words and teachings of holy scripture.
He would have been able to recite the Ten Commandments without too much bother.
Rather ironically he came to turn some of the Old Testament rules and regulations on their
head. No wonder the teachers of the law and elders questioned him. By whose authority
indeed was he doing these things?
During this Coronavirus pandemic, we have been called upon to uphold several new rules
and regulations.. As I write this, a politician has just stated that “outdoor exercise could be
banned if lockdown rules continue to be ignored.”
Moving from the old, familiar way of doing things, to a new and challenging way of doing
things is not easy, and has never been so, for any generation

Scripture John 12: 24 & 27 NIV
Jesus Predicts His Death
Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. I tell you the
truth, unless an ear of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single
seed. But, if it dies, it produces many seeds.
Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour. No, it
was for this very reason I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name.”

Scripture

Job 38 (selected) NIV

“Who is this that darkens my counsel with words without knowledge? “Where were you when I laid the
earth’s foundations? Tell me, if you understand who
marked off the dimensions ? Surely you know! “Who
shut up the sea behind doors when it burst forth from
the womb? Have you ever given orders to the morning
or shown the dawn its place?
The Laws of Nature, the Laws of Life, death and Resurrection, the Laws of God
Was Jesus going to be like Job ,the Old Testament character, who was extremely
faithful in many ways, but who still challenged God, as to why so many tragedies
had taken place in his life. What had he done to deserve these things? His friends
came up with all sorts of ridiculous answers.
The answer of course, is that Job had done nothing to deserve his losses. There is
an old adage, live by the law, die by the law.
Was Jesus going to be like Job or was he going to surrender his life completely to
God’s law? If Jesus had turned away from the hour that lay ahead, he would have
been trying to flaunt the laws. This was a law Jesus would fulfil. It was for this very
hour, to fulfil the law of life, death and resurrection, that he had come into the world.
He lived, died and was redeemed by God’s law and Word.

“When a seed falls to the ground and dies, it produces many seeds.
John 12: 27 NIV
Rules & Regulations.
Take some time and think about what these mean to you
The Ten Commandments
The New Commandment Jesus gave unto us
Rules of the Road

School Rules

The Laws of nature

House Rules

God’s Word & Teachings

The Law of the land

Are you a rebel or do you surrender?
HYMN: Mission Praise : 4
All to Jesus I surrender, all to Him, I freely give

I will ever love and trust Him, in His presence daily live
I surrender all, I surrender all,
All to Thee, my Blessed Saviour , I surrender all
Hymn written by : J.W. Van Deventer
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PRAYER for Tuesday of Holy Week
Lord Jesus,
Who faithfully walked the road to the cross, surrendering to the will of the Father
What do I surrender to you?
I surrender the fears that weigh me down.
I bring them to you, silently, in prayer.
I surrender my faults and failings.

I bring them to you, silently, in prayer.
I surrender the doubts that undermine my faith.
I bring them to you, silently, in prayer.
I surrender any false ambitions or pretentions
I bring them to you, silently, in prayer
I surrender my whole being into your care.
Hear my silent prayer of thanksgiving, O Lord, as I open my heart to you,
My Rock and my Redeemer, my refuge and strength. Amen
Scripture Isaiah 49 (Selected) NIV
He said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will display my splendour.” But I said, “I have
laboured to no purpose; I have spent my strength in vain and for nothing. Yet what is due to me is in
the Lord’s hand, and my reward is with my God.”

BLESSING
Go in the Spirit of faith, trust in God’s Word and follow Christ’s teachings
And the blessings of God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be with you
always. Amen.
Holy Week—Tuesday Reflection by Rev Dr Jean W Gallacher
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