Sunday Reflection for Palm Sunday
Rev Dr Jean W Gallacher

“A Different Kind of Day”

SCRIPTURE
In Luke 19:28-31
Jesus went up to Jerusalem. As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill
called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying, “Go to the village
ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no-one has
ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, “Why are you untying it?”
tell him, “The Lord needs it.”
A THOUGHT FOR PALM SUNDAY
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Are you sitting at home feeling bored?
Are you thinking to yourself, “Nothing exciting ever happens to me?”
Dilly the donkey is feeling at a loss. It’s not like Dilly to be sitting around doing
nothing. It’s right out of character for him. Dilly likes to work; he likes to be busy. Dilly
likes to be helpful. He likes to feel that he is needed.

Think about the tasks you would normally perform day by day. Many of these things
give us a sense of purpose, value and belonging. When we are unable to do the
things we like doing or need to be doing, we feel worthless, at a loss and useless.
Dilly was having “one of those days” when he felt, “out of sorts.” You know that kind
of feeling, when something is out of place, something is missing.
Perhaps for you it’s your friends you are missing. Perhaps it’s the organisations and
groups you normally attend. Perhaps it might even be school!
Just as Dilly was ready to go for a sleep and resign himself to the fact that his life
had become rather boring, something happened.
Dilly jumped to his feet when he heard voices and felt his tether being untied.
“What’s happening?” Dilly wondered.
He heard his master ask the men, “Why are you untying my donkey?”
He heard the men reply, “The Lord needs it.”
Wow! The Lord needed Dilly.
“Wow! Wow! Wow!” It sure was going to be a different sort of day.
How was Dilly going to help the Lord?
Dilly couldn’t wait to find out. Waiting is not easy. Thankfully Dilly didn’t have to wait
too long.

SCRIPTURE
Luke 19: 35
“The disciples brought the donkey to Jesus, threw their coats on it and sat Jesus on
the donkey’s back.”
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Oh gosh, Dilly was happy. He plodded along the road in a contented manner. He
was humbled by the fact that he was carrying a “King”
A “King,” oh my goodness, wait till Dilly told his friends. Would they ever believe what
sort of day Dilly was having?
Now, you might be asking, how did Dilly know he was carrying a “King?”
That’s a good question and I know where we find the answer.

SCRIPTURE
Luke 19:37-38
“When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the
whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices.
“Blessed is the king who, comes in the name of the Lord!”
Yes, Dilly, a humble little donkey who thought his life was boring, was carrying a
king… a King… a KING!
This was the best job ever

Dilly was so glad that Jesus needed him and Dilly was so pleased that he had been
able to help carry Jesus into the town.
Although he had to watch that he didn’t trip on the coats lining the road, or get too
distracted by the palm branches that were being waved at Jesus.
Dilly could hear the crowds shouting out, “Hurray, welcome, hosanna,” to Jesus.
Deep within his own heart, Dilly was shouting out for joy too.
Now, wait to you hear this.
Some of the people in the crowd said to Jesus, “Tell your disciples to be quiet.”
Imagine that – how dare they!
Jesus replied, “I tell you, if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”
In other words, there was not to be silence that day. It was a different sort of day.
It was to be a day full of praise.
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We never know what a day has in store for us.
We don’t know how the Lord needs us, but He does.
Whatever kind of day you are having, know that, like Dilly, you are precious to God,
So wherever you are, wave your hands, lift up your voices in praise and rejoice.
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ACTION POEM - not just for the children on Palm Sunday!

Wave your arms and stamp your feet
Let the world know how you feel
Wave your arms and stamp your feet
Let Jesus know how you feel
He loves to see you dancing
He loves to hear you sing
Shout it out very loudly
Jesus, Jesus is my king
Wave your arms and stamp your feet
Deep in your heart feel the beat
Wave your arms and stamp your feet
Today it’s Jesus we greet!
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PRAYER for Children on Palm Sunday
Lord, even though we are stuck indoors and wanting to get outside to play,
We can still make Palm Sunday a very special day.
On a piece of paper, we can draw round our hands, to make a different kind of Palm
branch, and we can colour it in, to show how much we love you and the people
around us.
Lord, yellow is for the sunshine people bring into our lives
Blue, is for the night sky, reminding us that we need time to rest
Red is for the tulips growing in the garden
Orange is for the sunrise and sunset
Green is for the palm branches we want to wave at Jesus
Thank you Lord, for this very different Palm Sunday
Amen

A Different Kind of Palm Branches!

Have fun making your own palm branches this year.
1. Using a pencil, on a sheet of white paper, draw round the shape of your hand
2. Colour the picture of your hand in brightly
3. You could cut the shape of your hand out and wave your “palm branch” at
everyone you meet today.
4. Or you might find – with permission – some small branches or palm shaped
leaves in your garden.
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